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MDRO Prevention Huddle Points 

Staff Huddle: What are multidrug-resistant organisms (MDROs) 

 

Organisms that are resistant to more than one class of antimicrobials  
meant to treat it.  

Examples: methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), 
Clostridioides difficile (C. diff). 

 

 

 
Persons can be colonized or infected. 

• Colonization – bacteria present on the skin or in the body; does 
not experience signs or symptoms.  

• Infection – shows signs and symptoms. 
 

 Ask: Do infected or colonized persons transmit bacteria? 
Answer: Both! Colonized and infected persons can 
transmit the bacteria.  

 

 
Transmission occurs through contact with surfaces and people. 
 

 Ask: How can we prevent transmission? 
Answer: Through great infection prevention and control 
practices.  

• Hand hygiene with alcohol-based hand rub (ABHR) 
or soap and water when indicated 

• Proper personal protective equipment (PPE) use, 
per policy 

• Thorough environmental cleaning and disinfection  
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MDRO Prevention Huddle Points 

Staff Huddle: What is Candida auris? 

 

 
Yeast that can cause severe illness and is often resistant to antifungal 
medications. 
 
Persons can be colonized or infected. 

 Ask: Can colonized or infected persons transmit  
C. auris? 
Answer: Yes! Colonized and infected persons can transmit 
C. auris.  

 

 
Spreads easily in health care facilities among patients with underlying 
medical conditions through contact with medical equipment, 
surfaces, or people. Risk factors for patients include:   

• Indwelling medical devices (e.g., ventilators, foley catheters, 
central lines) 

• Long-term exposure to antimicrobials  

• Compromised immune systems 
 
Healthy people do not usually get C. auris. 
  

 Ask: What Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-
registered cleaning and disinfectant products are effective 
against C. auris? 
Answer: An environmental cleaning and disinfection 
product from EPA’s List P.  

  

 

 

  

List P  

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/epas-registered-antimicrobial-products-effective-against-candida-auris-list
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MDRO Prevention Huddle Points 

Staff Huddle: What are Carbapenem-resistant Organisms (CROs)? 

 

 
Bacteria that are resistant to carbapenems, a group of broad-
spectrum last-line antibiotics.  
 
Persons can be colonized or infected with CROs. 

 Ask: Can you think of a bacteria that is classified as a 
CRO? 
Answer(s): Carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales (CRE) 

including for example, Escherichia coli, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, etc.; carbapenem-resistant 
Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB); carbapenem-
resistant Pseudomonas aeruginosa (CRPA).   

  
Spreads easily among patients in health care facilities with 
underlying medical conditions through contact with medical 
equipment, surfaces, and people. Risk factors for patients include:   

• Indwelling medical devices (i.e., ventilators, foley 
catheters, central lines) 

• Long-term exposure to antimicrobials  

• Compromised immune systems 
 
Healthy people do not usually get CROs.  
 

 Ask: What type of personal protective equipment would 
be needed for a person who has a CRO infection? 
Answer: Gown and gloves.  
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MDRO Prevention Huddle Points 

Staff Huddle: What are Carbapenemase-producing Organisms (CPOs)? 
 

 

Type of carbapenem-resistant organism that produces an enzyme called a 
carbapenemase - an enzyme that destroys or inactivates carbapenems, a 
last-line antibiotic. 
 
Examples: KPC – Klebsiella pneumoniae carbapenemase, NDM – New Delhi 
metallo-Beta-lactamase, and OXA – oxacillinase 
 
Persons can be colonized or infected. 
 

 Ask: How are CPOs transmitted? 
Answer: Through contact with people, surfaces, or medical 
equipment.    
 

 

Spreads easily among patients in health care facilities with underlying 
medical conditions through contact with medical equipment, surfaces, and 
people. Risk factors for patients include:   

• Indwelling medical devices (i.e., ventilators, foley catheters, 
central lines) 

• Long-term exposure to antimicrobials  

• Compromised immune systems 
 
Healthy people do not usually get CPOs.  
 

 Ask: What are three infection prevention and control measures 
that stop transmission of CPOs? 
Answer:  

• Hand hygiene with alcohol-based hand rub (ABHR)  

• Gown and glove use 

• Thorough environmental cleaning and disinfection  
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