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PROGRAM BACKGROUND

The Multidrug-Resistant Organism (MDRO) Prevention Program is a subset of the Division of Healthcare Associated
Infection Prevention within the Bureau of Epidemiology at the Pennsylvania Department of Health. The MDRO
Prevention Program is designed around the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Public Health Strategies
to Prevent the Spread of Novel and Targeted MDROs. This program tailor's infection prevention strategies to fit
individual health care facility needs and the local epidemiology of novel and targeted MDROs. Prevention is intended to
reduce transmission of MDROs at all stages of spread, ranging from before a targeted MDRO is identified in a region to
managing endemicity. The goal of the MDRO Prevention Program is to partner with health care facilities across
Pennsylvania to enhance preparedness for the prevention of Candida auris and other targeted MDROs (e.g.,
carbapenemase-producing organisms (CPOs)).

WHICH FACILITIES CAN PARTICIPATE?

v Acute Care Hospitals

v'  Long-term Acute Care Hospitals

v’ Skilled Nursing Facilities

v' Ventilator-capable Skilled Nursing Facilities

WHAT SERVICES ARE OFFERED AND WHY SHOULD YOUR FACILITY PARTICIPATE?

The MDRO Prevention Program would like to partner with your facility to enhance capacity for the prevention of
targeted MDROs by offering infection prevention and detection support. While we cannot prevent the occurrence of all
MDROs, the strategies offered can reduce transmission within health care facilities. All offerings are free and non-
regulatory. Your facility may select one or multiple offerings, depending on your current needs. The MDRO Prevention
Program’s strategies of focus include:

v Infection Control Assessment — Conduct an infection control assessment (ICA) using the CDC’s infection
control assessment and response tools in partnership with your facility’s infection preventionist or designee
to proactively identify areas for improved infection prevention and control. The ICA is conducted during a
half day on-site assessment with your facility’s flexibility of scheduling taken into consideration.

v Education — Enhance knowledge and understanding of targeted MDROs and infection prevention and
control practices using toolkits, training activities, and other educational offerings in a variety of formats for
ease of access and implementation.

v' Detection — Facilitate proactive colonization screenings and admission screenings to detect targeted
MDROs, which help ensure infection prevention and control interventions are applied when needed to
reduce transmission.

v" Enhance communication — Assist in building processes to enhance internal and external communication of
patients” MDRO statuses between facilities and emergency services providers.

To partner with the MDRO Prevention Program please, email RA-DHHAI@pa.gov.
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https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/haip/healthcare-professionals.html#mdro
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/preventing-mdros/mdro-prevention-strategies.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hai/mdro-guides/prevention-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/preventing-mdros/mdro-prevention-strategies.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/hai/mdro-guides/prevention-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/toolkit/icar.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/php/toolkit/icar.html
mailto:RA-DHHAI@pa.gov
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FAQS:

Will our facility information be shared with regulatory agencies?
No, our Bureau is separate from the regulatory Bureau.

When should our facility contact the MDRO Prevention Team?

Contact the MDRO Prevention Team anytime your facility would be interested in partnering in key prevention strategies,
such as infection control assessments, education, detection, or communication, to enhance preparedness for
responding to targeted MDROs. The MDRO Prevention Team wants your facility to feel prepared and empowered to
accept and care for patients with these complex MDROs.

What organisms do the MDRO Prevention Team focus on?

The MDRO Prevention Team focuses on creating awareness and understanding of targeted MDROs such as C. auris and
CPOs. If a facility is prepared to respond to C. auris and CPOs, many of the skills and tools implemented can be leveraged
for other MDROs of interest (e.g., methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), vancomycin-resistant
Enterobacterales (VRE), and extended-spectrum beta-lactamase-producing (ESBL) Enterobacterales).

Our facility only wants to focus on educational offerings, and not participate in detection, can we still work with
the MDRO Prevention Team?

Yes! Our key prevention efforts are most impactful when multiple strategies are implemented, but based on facility
preference, we can accommodate requests to participate in select prevention efforts.

What is the difference between the MDRO Prevention Team and the following teams:

Outbreak Response

The MDRO Prevention Team focuses on proactive ways to prepare facilities to prevent transmission of MDROs, whereas
the Outbreak Response Team focuses on containing an identified MDRO clinical or colonized case within a health care
facility.

PA Project Firstline

Pennsylvania Project Firstline (PA PFL) is designed to promote foundational knowledge on infection prevention and
control for all types of frontline health care workers throughout hospitals, outpatient clinics, dialysis centers, and
nursing homes. PA PFL is a great educational resource for introductory and general infection prevention and control
teachings. To request a PA PFL training follow this link to the PA PFL Training Request Form.

The MDRO Prevention Team focuses on infection prevention and control education as it relates to targeted MDROs,
such as C. auris and CROs. Our educational trainings can be offered directly to frontline staff or in a train-the-trainer
format.

There are times when your facility may work with both PA PFL and the MDRO Prevention Team, based on your facility’s
needs and preferences.

LTC-RISE (Long-Term Care Resiliency, Infrastructure Supports, and Empowerment) program

The MDRO Prevention Team is different from the LTC-RISE program. The LTC-RISE program focuses on COVID-19 and
quality improvement project opportunities. They may have previously referred you to us for education on Enhanced
Barrier Precautions.
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https://forms.health.pa.gov/project-firstline-training-request/
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