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What are the possible 
side effects of the RSV 
vaccine?
The most common side effects are 
pain, redness, or swelling where 
the shot is given. 

Fatigue, fever, headache, nausea, di-
arrhea, and muscle or joint pain are 
also possible after RSV vaccination. 
These side effects are usually mild. 

A rare complication is the develop-
ment of serious neurologic condi-
tions after RSV vaccination, includ-
ing Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS). 

If you experience severe side 
effects from RSV vaccination, you 
should report them to the Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS). Your healthcare provider 
might file this report, or you can 
do it yourself through the VAERS 
website or calling 1-800-822-7967.

Who should get the RSV vaccine?
Adults ages 60 and older should talk with their healthcare 
provider about the RSV vaccine. 

Your healthcare provider might recommend the RSV 
vaccine, especially if you have certain health risks, such as:

•	 Having a weakened immune system 
•	 Having a chronic medical condition, like heart or 

lung disease
•	 Living in a nursing home

If any of those risks applies to you, your chances of 
experiencing severe RSV disease are higher and getting an 
RSV vaccine could help prevent serious illness.

How do I get the RSV vaccine?
The RSV vaccine is a single dose. Check with your doctor’s 
office or local pharmacy for RSV vaccine availability. 

Check with your healthcare provider to 
see if the RSV vaccine is right for you!

SOURCE: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/public/older-adults.html

What you need 
to know about 
RSV vaccines
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is a common cause 
of respiratory illness in older adults. Symptoms of 
RSV can be severe in older adults. There are now two 
vaccines approved for people ages 60 and older.
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