Assessment of Current CDI Prevention Activities

Date of Assessment:

This tool is intended to assist in the adoption of evidence-based practices shown to reduce Clostridioides difficile (formerly known as

Clostridium difficile and often called C. difficile, C. diff or CDI).

Early Identification and Rapid Containment of CDI

Comments

Is there a written protocol for notifying the provider when a
resident develops new or worsening diarrhea?

Do personnel know what precautions are used to prevent the
spread of CDI?

Do nursing home personnel obtain a stool specimen for C. diff
testing ONLY when the resident is having watery stool?

Do nursing home personnel evaluate if the resident has another
cause of watery stool?

Do nursing personnel implement contact precautions
immediately when a resident is suspected of having CDI?

Does your nursing home have a policy that allows nursing
personnel to collect and order a stool for C.diff testing?

Do residents with CDI and their family members receive
education about the use of hand washing and contact
precautions to prevent transmission of CDI?

Is there an automatic stop order for a stool specimen that is not
obtained within 3 days?
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Hand Hygiene Yes No Comments
Does your facility have an annual hand hygiene training program

for all healthcare personnel?

Can healthcare personnel describe situations when hand washing

with soap and water is preferred over use of alcohol-based hand

products?

Does your nursing home have a written hand hygiene policy?

Does vyour nursing home monitor healthcare personnel

adherence to hand hygiene at regular intervals?

Does your nursing home assess healthcare personnel hand

hygiene technique?

Does your nursing home have a process for providing feedback to

healthcare personnel about hand hygiene performance?

Appropriate Cleaning and Disinfection Yes No Comments

Do Environmental Services (EVS) personnel know how to use
personal protective equipment (e.g., gowns, gloves) when
cleaning a room of a resident with known CDI?

Do EVS personnel know what the manufacturers’ instructions for
use of cleaners and disinfectants in known CDI resident rooms?

Is there a policy for using and EPA-registered disinfectant with a
C. diff sporicidal claim when cleaning the room of a resident with
known CDI?

Is there a process to communicate with environmental services
personnel when a resident is suspected or known to have CDI?

Are the responsibilities for cleaning and disinfecting equipment
used by residents with CDI well defined between direct care
personnel and EVS personnel?

Does your nursing home monitor the adequacy of room cleaning
by EVS personnel on a regular basis?

Does your nursing home monitor that direct care personnel
appropriately clean/disinfect equipment before using it for the
next resident?
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Antibiotic Stewardship Yes No Comments
Do nursing personnel receive periodic training or education
about appropriate selection and use of antibiotics?

Do residents and family receive education about appropriate
antibiotic use?

Does your nursing home have a pharmacist or physician who
provides guidance or expertise on antibiotic use?

Does your nursing home use standardized orders for antibiotic
prescriptions including documentation of indication and
anticipated duration of therapy?

Does the laboratory provide your nursing home with a report of
antibiotic resistance in bacteria identified from cultures sent
from your nursing home (e.g., antibiogram)?

Does your nursing home provide feedback on antibiotic
prescribing practices to medical personnel?

This material was prepared by Quality Insights, a Quality Innovation Network - Quality Improvement Organization under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS
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